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Three VT fused bombs were observed to explode in or over southwest
revetment area. One was observed to explode in landing area adjac-
ent to surfaced runway. Three were observed at southeast corner

of fleld. TFour were not observed but assumed to be in target area.
Damage could not be observed. No planes were seen to burn, but
damage to an undetermined number of planes is assumed. Rockets

and ammunition hit in revetment area but precise hits were not
observed., ‘
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XIT, TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA,

The CVG-85 element of this sweep consisting of 12 bomber
fighters was led by Licutenant Commander J. T. O'NEILL.

Approach to the target, some sixty to seventy miles over the
heavily defended heart of the Empire, transitted the plain
cast of the City of Tokyo o1 a northwesterly coursc uatil.
north of the city, then on a westerly course in an effort to
avoid the antiaircraft defenses of .the city itself, 1In spite
of periodiec’. intvcnse, heavy antlaircraft fire including bar-
rage fire of 25 - 30 bursts which was sweated out, the planes
werc not damaged on the approach or retirement.

Dive bombing tactics were employed with pushover at 10,000
and rclcase (dictated by fusing) at 4500 - 5000 fcot., All
types of antiaircraft {ire were encountercd but fortunately
the only damege sustainced was a .50 caliber hole in the wind~
shield of onc planc.

Twenty onc plancs were observed by photographle rcconnaissance
to have bcen prcsont in the target areca, but were not obscrved
visually during the attack. Absence of fire indicated the
planes were dogassed. Vhilc damage to an undetcrmincd number
of plancs is assurcd, it could not be observed.

i

Rockets were fircd on the sccond ettack during which AA was
obscrved to be morc accuratc and intcnse,

Iffcetive dispersal madc planes as speecific individual targets
most difficult to find, and damagc difficult to assess,
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