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X1 ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aireraft Listed in 11 Only).
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(o) RESULTS:

1 - 2, High release prevented observation of aircraft present or
"~ damage from fragmentation bombs and rockets. Damage to an
undetermined number of aircraft is assumed. One bomb
would not release.
3. Planes did not burn but were thoroughly strafed. Destruc-~
tion and damage 1ls assumed.

(B Were Photogeaphe Teken? . NQe .



»
?EPRODUCEDATTHENAﬂONALARCHNES

ATRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
CONFIDENTIAL & - ' REPORT NO. VBF8543L

II. TACTICAL AND OPHERATIONAL DATA.

This Task Group fighter sweep was led by Lieutcnant Cormandcer
S. B. STRONG, Co.rvndcr, VBF=8

The flight of sixty to seventy miles across the Toiryo plain
skirtcd the city to the cast and north in an effort to avoid its
antiaircraft dcfenses so far as possible. Evasive tactics werc taken
and whilc substantial heavy antiaircraft fire was cncountcred 'across
the plain, doamage was avoidcd on the flight in to the target.

Dive bombing and rockct attack wcs on the hangar and rcevetment
arcas at Tokorozawa by the VBF-85 clecment, except for onc planc which
joincd the othcer air group clcement in its attack on the northcrn
rcvetment arca. Damage to cireraft is beliceved to have resultcd to
a substantial number of airecraft which werc there,

A strafing attack was then made on planes observced at Irumc-
gawa. Thc planes wcere not obscrved to burn but werc so thoroughly
strafed that they are belicved to have becn destroyed or damazcd as
noted in XI.

The swcep then returncd for a strafing attack on the castcrn
rcvetment arca at Tokorozawa.

Following the atteek, cven evasive tactics failed to prevent
damage from hcavy antiairceraft fire noted in VI, but no damage was
suffercd from intcasc aatialrtraft fire from automatic wcapons Tound
to be prescnt particularly at Tokorozawa.

4n incident bearing mention for purposcs of cducation or
cntertainment occurrcd to Licutenont (jg) John D. LOBFFLER. Iis
cngine quit after recovering from the strafing attack on Tokorozawa.
He picked up what he thought wos the Tonc River lcading to the coast.

after . Tinding the river led to Tokyo and that he was ontcring
the city, ‘he located a gracsy ficld on the river bank on.which
to land ona, thcn at 400 feet discovercd that an cngine will

not run in idle cut-off, and by a closc margin his immincnt visit
to the Janancse capitol was averted.,

ZITII. MAT.RIAL DATA.

.h holes (VI-1) penctrated sclf sealing tank so that gas was
lcaking from plrnc on deck ofter rcturn. Pressurc appearcd to hold
in flight. .
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