:PRODWCER AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

JRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

L GENERAL CONFIDENTIAL
(s) Unit Roponingf.i;ght'mg Saquadron Bib) Based on or .QS.S.-.S.HANS}BI-:LA,CI-.—.&%) Report No.!F.‘...e..s..#. —
(d) Take oft: Date..._ 2k JULY 1945 __ Time (LzT)-_QMé:! ....... (ZoA.), t31-2TN ong 135-11E
II. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.
TYPE .squmaou -..NUMBER ; BOMBS AND TORPEDOES E FUZE, SETTING
! ! TAKING |ENGAGING .ATTAcxmm CARRIED (PER PLANE) H
1 | OFF  1ENEMYA/C! TARGET ! '
(2) ' M) ' (e) H (ll) ' (o) H . 0 4 ()
: : i i i 5" HVAR -T50E1 Non delay
Fhg-1C . V-85 3 W+ 0 i 11 i1 260 1b, Frag, iInst, Nose " tail
: i : : 1,57 HVAR ’ t T50E1 Non delay
FG-1D ! VF=85 ! 1 i O i 1 i12601b, Frag, 1Inst, Nose " tail
F6F=5N : VF-85 | 4 i ! None E
0. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. ~
TYPE -souwnom .NU.M?'ER' BASE f. . ...5 TYPE :sqmouongnumua:' BASE
CBHEATHS" By L8 U_S_S__YQW.CW 9&:‘!—”.‘5_ ............ I R e
IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED, »
e !B ,uo gpS‘gAama, vl | ocatfonor | somss, ToreéBoEs CARRIED, i CAMOUFUAGE AND
' OBSERVED ; A/C .sucounrenzo: _ ENCOUNTER | GUNS OBSERVE ' MARKING
Nome i N . e e S,
T s —— I e o =
(h) Apparent Enemy Mi;sion(s) ...........................................................................
Did Any Part of
(1) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?. ... ..o..__ 1f 80, Describe Clouds.. . e e e e e e e
Time of Day and Brilliance
() of Sun or Moon e —co———— - e —— (k) Visibility oo
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMACED IN AIR. _
y%le 1.0 DESTROYEO ORDAMAGEOBY: ____________________..._._____ i () oarae
ENEMY A/C |’ TYPE A/C ' SQUADRON, PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
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VL. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT.

) : o) "1 © @
TYPE OWN A/c squmaon= CGAUSE TYPE ENEMY A/C TYPE WHERE HIT, ANGLE

(e)
EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE
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VI RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

@ bo® @ @ 4 (@ @ ! (@ TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED ) @
Ve “db?s:a"é'r'if.asn:“'lpﬁ?’q”':‘L‘Bfé’z% L S O NN T N -~ 1.1 11
e 1 _4,_*25__:_3_& _______ B i e g A
FG=1D 1 170 "1 170 "%~ ;;gf _2;0 ______ L ' 180 1 N . 1
FOF=5P; Iq0 | 170" Lors i 350 ; ; A R
IX. ENEMY ANTLAIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

"""""" CALIBER M NONE i MEAGER ! ""MOOERATE N !P:IENSI:: l"'
MEAVY= b D S A jo——
Meowm— e . S CoTTT
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X, COMAR A PSR FORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT.
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XL ATTACK ON ENE_MY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in I Only).

(s) Target (s) and Location (.).-ggilg?%f.-&f..?{’m@““&%?l.}ﬁ.&‘.‘9&-.‘?) Time Over Target (8) e ... _. (Zone)
(c) Clouds Over Target-------g‘.r.e.z.'.e.g‘.si' ....................................................................................
(@ Visibility of Target.—....OY8&Y e () Visibitity_..2. 0 10
{f) Bombing Tactics; Type_--(}.]:?ge ........................................ Bomb Sight Used._.. .o oees
Bombs Dropped per Run____. !' .................. S PACIA e e eee e caeeccneannn ARitude of Bomb Release________ .. ____...__
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Dutmyod-.---.--.Q-,..-Pnhbly Destroyed..... Q ......... D lmaged-.----g ......
) I £ [()) 'G)YND. A/C Aruexm'c;": (L] : (x-)s ! (:)'
AIMING POINT | CUONNAGE . |(OSQuADRON | EXPENDED, EACH AMING GOINT {Nming Pointl  DAMAGE
1 ) = T S | 6 5" HVAR S 6
& Lecomotives i L NF=85 . ' e 1= ____Destroyed _____
2Roundhouse at | e 5 i 5 260 1b, Fragse | 5 :Seriously
. Okayama ____ _____ e Do VE=85 i 20mm, 8 5" HVAR __\_ ______ idamaged, ______
3 5 - {2 5" HVAR : 'Damaged,
.Sugar Baker _ ot FORR b 20mm, .. R ‘Burning,. .
4 : 5 y T i 8 51 HVAR - I
._Machine shops ! ___________ | ___VP=85____ 1 2 260 1lb, Frags, i ______ i __Damaged
5 ! R 2 ‘ ! !
_Ingger L VR85 20m - i Sunk
6 5 b 3 : ; iBurning and in
Clugger |0 VP=85  {20mm S 'sinking conda
1 g b 2 . i 2 260 1b, Frags | ;
_Warehouse ________ e o VE=85_ ' 20mm, e p Slight .
8 : S 5 5 :
: : IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII : L LR XTT T NT ET I ; llllllllllllll llll‘lll llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 111}
(0) RESULTS '

‘Sugar Baker - Located 34~26N, 134~0ZE,

/N

X 2 5" HVAR

(p) Were Photographs Taken?..... N? .........
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X11, TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. | CONFIDENTIAL VF=85 #4

- 1t, Cdr, W, W, FORD, U,S.N,, led a aweep consisting of twelve VF-85 fighters,
four VF-85 night-fighters and twelve VBF=88 fighters, The sweep was to attack Miho
and Yonaga airfields, The weather was very poor, being solid overcast from 1500 to
13,000 feet with very poor visibility, making it iMpossible to make an attack on
the targets, The VF(N) planes accompanied the swqcp for the purpose of making
weather reconnaissance and weather reports,

Lte. Cdr, FORD then led the sweep down to Okayama looking for targets of oppor-
tunity, Many of these were found in and around the city of Okayama., It.(jg) R, A,
BLOOMFIELD, Al, USNR., and his division went locomotive hunting, They were success-
ful in destmying four locombtives and two box cars by strafing and the use of three
5% HVAR. The rockets were fired unarmed so as not to use the instantaneous fuze,

Practically the entire town of Okayama was burned out.by previous B-29 raids,
but the railroad center, including theé roundhouse, was still intact, It was strafed
and a total of eight rocket thits was scored, Five 260 1b, fragmentation bombs were
also dropped on it, (In all cases the rockets were not armed), The roundhouse
caught fire and apparently there were several locomotives in it because steam and
amoke poured out of it, ‘

Lieut, J, S. JACOBS , USNR,, and his Ehsi W. R, GREBN Al USNR.

attacked what appeared f.o bé machine shops on e ther side of the roundhduse., Both
scored hits with rour rockets each.

Lte(jg) K. A. MOOS, Al USNR., and Lt.(Jg) De W LAWHON Al, USNR., dropped
their 260 1b, fragnentation bombs on a warehouse ncar the roundhouae. Da.mage_was
believed slight although a fire was started,

After leaving Okayama, Lt, Cdr, FORD led his division in repeated rocket and
strafing attacks on a Sugar Baker, himself scoring two rocket hits in the super-
structure. When they left the scene she was burning and badly damaged,

XI1T. MATERIAL DATA.
No material failures,

FLAK INFORMATION,

Meager heavy and medium antiaircraft fire was encountered on the North coast of

Shikoku-and South coast Honshu in the areas East of Takamatus and South-—east of
Okayama, respectively.

[ ’

The flak was at 13,000 feet, being accurate in altitude but off in deflection,

"Rope" was thrown from the planes and the flak followed it after the plmes
left the immediate area.

4 \

Evasive action, consisting of changes in ¢ourse and altitude,.was ‘taken about
every fifteen seconds, No planes were damaged,
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