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The CVG-85 group participating in this coordinatcd task
group striki was led by Lt. Comdr. S. B. Strong, Cormander VBF-85,

In spite of tho intense antiaircraft fire present approach,
atteck and retirement were made without damege to the three
Bomber Fighter divisions. The numerous bursts from this fire
were described as being all colors of the rainbow.

Dive bombing attacks were nmade from 13,000-15,000 fcet,
releasing at 1700-2000 fset,

In lcading his division in its atteck on an Ise cless BB,
Lieut. D. M. Martin discovered his bomb would not release. He
¢onbinucd his attack, strafing AA positions on the ship.

In approaching the target another plene collided with that
flown by Lt. (jg) R. L. Roed, severecly damaging the fuselage necar t
tail section. Fis division lender, Lieut., W. H. Zdwards broke
off from the attack to accompany hinm, dropping his bomb at the
Kure air station enroutes. Reed's planc was so severaly danaged
the cntire tail section pulled out on landing.

L. C, I. Officor, ~ ¢ Corrfinding.
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