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X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT.
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Oscar attempted to reach shore at high speed, did not attempt evasive action,
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XII, TACTICAL ANQ OPERATIONAL DATA, CONFIDENTIAL VF=85 #45.

. Pight VFe85 and eight VBF-85 planes accompanied a Dumbo piloted by Lt.(jz)

R. H. MacGILL, "SNR,, on a rescue mission to pick up a downed YORKTOWN pilot in the
Inland Sea not far from Kobe, Lte(jg) R. A, BLOOMFIEID, Al, USNR,, was in charge
of the flight,

After sending one division to the location of the downed pllot to determine
wheather or not he was still there, Lt,(jg) BLOOMFIELD then escarted the Dumbo to
his position, '

On the way a F,T.C, was observed below and a section was sent to strafe it,
They did, and set it afire, The downed pilot, Ensign E, A, HECK, was picked up bty
the Dumbo, Shortly after taking off, an fiscar was tallyhoed coming towards the
formation, ILt,(jg) BLOOMFIEID got in a long burst after other planes made passes.
It began to burn, He and Lt.(jg) D. W. LAWHON, Al, USNR., and Lt.(jg) J. O, EGOLF,
Al, USNR,, followed the Osear in its downward descent, and both hit it just before
it crashed on the beach,

The escort remained with the Dumbo until after sundown, and then returned to
base after dark,
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