From the personal diary of Lt. Richard W. DeMott a VBF-85 pilot on U.S.S. SHANGRI-LA:
Tuesday, July 24, 1945 – Kure Strike 

Take off at 0745 on RAPCAP and report to Tomcat 2 for control.  Spend a very busy morning bustering out to intercept bogies which are all friendly and mostly B-29s.  They are passing directly over us to and from Japland and go in in pairs, singles, and in big clumps.  Largest group I see is about 30.  Fly wing on a couple of them and get a good look.  Christ, but they are huge.  Really a beautiful plane.  We get no visitors except own groups whom we look over carefully.  Return to base, landing at 1230.  Get a quick lunch and catapulted again at 1400 for SUBCAP.  Weather pretty poor between our group and the sub, who is south of Shikoku.  Contact Willy, who I relieve, and get new sub position.  Several pilots down.  Find “Piebald” ok and report in on patrol.  Get word of a downed pilot northwest of Tomcat 1 and after contacting relay for information, start sub in to try to pick him up.  Info is very poor and weather foul.  We can fly in anything after this stuff.  Rain squalls all the way.  We intercept a PBM on its way up to Kure to pick up downed pilot in Kure harbor.  Bloom and his boys are covering him and we talk to them and listen to the rescue procedure which is successful.  Arrive at downed pilot area at 1730 and search vicinity with no luck.  Only dope we have is that a limey was seen going in in the area.  Search till 1810 and get lost in the weather at one point, but sub helps us out with a vector.  God bless radar.  Leave station at 1815 and return, landing aboard at 1900.  Rather a strenuous day.  Am so bushed it gets hard reading instruments toward end of the hop.  Reed, returning with Pappy after colliding with a Yorktown fighter over Kure, lands aboard ahead of us and pulls his whole tail off.  His fuselage was badly cut up and it’s a wonder he got back at all.  Other pilot spun and crashed in his plane.  Eat and get more dope on the strikes.  Many hits were secured on the Haruna and the Oyodo and on other units.  Mann, VB, crashed in the harbor and is presumed lost.  Al Symonds has not been heard from since the pushover over the ships on the afternoon strikes.  Jones, also VB, is badly hit but staggers back to the Tomcat and ditches.  He is picked up ok.  Smoke Hemby talked him back all the way, keeping him from ditching sooner.  Smoke stayed with him till he was picked up and then returned, getting aboard at 2000!  Black-ass.  He ran out of gas in the groove but got aboard.  He deserves a lot of credit.  AA over target evidently not too bad, most of it being colored stuff from ships and not too accurate, although there were a lot of guys knocked down in the area.  Think we did considerable damage today.  Bean and Chapman claimed hits on the Oyodo, saying they knocked the stern off and set it on fire and starting to sink.  If anyone else had made the claim, it would have been real news.  Sack at 9 after talking to CAG.  We go with him tomorrow on the first strike.  We may cross Honshu and hit a port on the north coast.  Will be uncomfortable flying 100 miles each way over Japland.
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