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- BOMBER TFIGHTING SQUADRCN BICHTY FIVE
¢/o Fleet Post Office

VBF =85 /4163 San Francisco, California
VECLASSISIED - OPHAY INST 500,38 15 June 1945.
BY o L Lt IRTE G B
From: Commanderx, Bombcr Fighting Sqguadrop EIGHTY-FIVI.
To: Commnder, Corricr Alr Group BIGUTY-FIVE.
Subjoed: Comments and Recormendations, Tollowing Coubot
Operations for the Period 24 May 1945 to 13
Junc 1945,
Reference: %ag PackFlt, Conf, Lbr. 1CL-45. ,
b} Alrernft fetion Report VI-85 #27 duted 6-8~45,

&
(VB’»R‘ #25, CVG-#5 #20]. A .

(e} airercft Aotion Report VB-35 #25 dotod 6-7-45,

~ {VBr~85 #r6, CVG-85 #e2).

{d) sireraft Actign Report Vi85 #21 doted 6-6=45,
{VBF-85 #27, CVG-85 #24}, V

{e} Alreraft Action Report VB-B85 #28 dated H=9-453,
{VBF~85 #28, CVG=85 #26).

Eneologure: {A) Alreraft sction Reports of VEF=85%, numboers 222
RE5~4, R9~31, inclusive.

1. In asccordonce with reference {a}, submitted rorewibth
ig onclosure {4},

25 Refercnces {b} to {e) inclusive arc joint roporbsa
ond ore being Torwarded as follows: :

By Fighting Squudron BIGHTY-PIVE.
By Bowmbing Sguadron BIGHTY-FIVE,
By Torpedo Squadroen BIGHTY-FIVE,
By Bombing Squadron BIGHTY-FIVE,
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3 During the subjecet peried Corrier Alr OGroup HIGHTY-
IV was coboarked in dhoe U.2.5. SHANGRI-LA {CV=38}, atig Ciud Lo
FIRST Carricr Taszk uruhp 58,4, to 28 Moy 1945, and thereaftor ottached
to SECCHD Corrier Task Group 38,ha

Lot
b Crerations ~ During the subjocet paricd the squéﬁgéég
Tlow o total of ALE sorties comprising the following:
Strikes, Swoeps ond 41y BUDPOTd = = w = = w m w w ow - . 5
Target, Sub and Hescuc CAP and Searchos -~ -~ - « = « ~ - 104
CAF over own ond other groups, and RAPLCAR - » « =~ ~ ~ - 103
Ut1lity and obher » = = = = = « = « =« = v o« w - - - 35

Total ~ 448

During the sgubjest pericd cporaticns in the Ckinova
ared hove been of a roubtine anture and reguirce no ccmmOﬁ' In ad~
Citlon the squadren participated in two strikes against u:“{‘CldS
in Southern Kyushu, Jopun, on 3 June 1845 and 8 JLDG 1945, ©On tha

ENCLOSURE {RBY.
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BOMBER PTGHTING SQUADRON BLGITY-
c/a Fleet Popt Office

VBF-85/416m3 San Franeiseo, California
Zorial: 24

15 June 19845,

uubject. Comments and Recommendations, fo$1~wina Couhat

o o e wORCEALIONS for tho poripd 24 h“i A945 to 13 June 1945,

nn T pann

o

first occaslon pllots of this sguodron had their initinl ghenuater
with roal comp@t‘tinn, The J@p&ncae woere Tlying oircralt which
notehed the perfermance of the PAU in rate and spocd of cL;mb
atc of rell, and execeded it In speed of dive and obility o
This may be prtially explsined by the fact thnt the FLUYS were
required to f£ly 300 niles to the target with twe droppablo tanks
Jjetbtlison one, and fight the acirplone with one full droppable taak
and full moin tank of gas, plus full lood of cowwnition. mhc SPDC-

gition, on the other hﬂ?m, was fighting over his home £icids in a
cloan hﬁnﬁlvlﬁno

This ecommand is very unhoppy aboubd thoe norked 4if-
forcencss of opinion of paftiCl)uulnﬁ pllets in the rocognition and
identification of cnenmy alreraft, especinlly in the nower types as
witneased by ACA-L T pnr* cov’ring this aetion., Positive identifi-
ention is necessary in order to svelunbte encmy poerformance o3 O
tYne, ﬁhetography is apmarently the only sure ncans of positively
gubstanticting individucl pilot recognition of eavmy fTighter typoes.

Be Material - This qundr@n hag sxperiencced on excessive
aunber of cuergency Landings during this prr;aa Theae arce cuverad
ia detail in U.S.8. bﬁtﬂGR¢~u¢ ,b" 38} action report, The 150 zol-

lon universal droppable tank is the only rh svailable which oo
be used in this uirplinc Lo ogtlhfy flight cnd cotapuld roqu&rombntsa
Unfortunately, this tank is wade of such cheap nmatericl that it rusts
inside very rapidly. This rust has contamiinatod the i“ aystoen in
voarying densrees and cousced the noving parts in somd GQYEQICtU:b e
wind, With continunl use, o dongerous amount of wobter condensod
in this tank fron two contrlibuting enuzes, fﬁr t the goag in toank
iz usced at altitude ¢ ﬂd whoen ploane descends rup lv worry uolist oiy
udtcru the vent and condenses in thﬁ gompoarat vclv cold ta“k Siile
Second, the tonlks cf vicnes in the hapgar deok are degassced, por-
nlttfub molgture to condence in the tank. Corrective mensurcs nust
be token to Improve thils tonk, In the meanbine o compronise solus
tion betweon rust and condenaation from repeated usce, ond jottigon~
ing tonk on ecch flight, nust bes Tound.

5. B, STRONG.
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